
 

Distance Learning Addendum                                                                 Student & Parent Handbook 51 | 53 
Updated August 3, 2020 

Distance Learning Addendum 
 

Students are expected to follow all rules, regulations, and procedures defined in the Madison 
Student/Parent Handbook. The Handbook requires a digital signature to acknowledge 
agreement. The Handbook includes the Technology Acceptable Use Policy. In addition to the 
Handbook expectations, there are several expectations specific to distance learning outlined in 
this addendum.   
 
Madison District is committed to ensuring that students continue to experience the care and 
dedication of teachers and staff through the routine of daily learning. We acknowledge that 
distance learning will not replicate the magic that happens in the classroom—the valuable 
social interaction; the real-time, in person feedback; the classroom community; extracurricular 
activities; and more. However, we do believe that quality learning can happen through distance 
learning, and learning will remain responsive, adaptive, and relationship-based.  
 
In accordance with the Mission Statement of our Strategic Plan, Madison District remains 
committed to creating learning environments that foster dynamic, engaging, and relevant 
learning experiences. Within distance learning, students will continue to develop and apply 
creative and critical thinking skills while becoming goal-oriented and resilient. We are mindful 
of social and emotional learning, as well as health and wellness issues, including the amount of 
screen time that is developmentally appropriate within a distance learning environment. Staff 
will foster a positive distance-learning environment that communicates clear and high 
expectations, nurtures relationships, values a culture of learning, and enables meaningful 
interactions.  
 
The student day will be organized around synchronous learning times, asynchronous learning 
times, and flex-time. During each subject-specific learning period, students will engage in 
synchronous instruction and feedback, which may be in whole class, small group, or 1:1 
settings; and (b) asynchronous work time in which students may be assigned to work 
independently or collaboratively; instructional staff may also use this time to provide student 
feedback, remediate learning, and/or accelerate learning.  
 
Students will follow the teacher’s classroom schedule (K-4) or their departmentalized student 
schedule (5-8), including class periods for the special area/elective courses. Teachers will 
provide the schedule to the students and families. The schedule will provide structure to help 
build routines, set and communicate learning expectations, ensure age-appropriate time 
frames of synchronous instruction, and allow time for feedback and planning.  
 
Madison District recognizes that the transition to distance learning may be challenging for 
families. Some students will thrive with distance learning, while others may struggle. We ask for 
your support in creating structures and routines that allow your children to be successful, and 
your support in monitoring and supporting your child’s learning. The guidelines provided below 
are intended to help children find success in a distance learning environment. 
 

https://www.madisonaz.org/cms/lib/AZ50000641/Centricity/Domain/200/2020-2021%20Student%20and%20Parent%20Handbook.pdf
https://www.madisonaz.org/cms/lib/AZ50000641/Centricity/Domain/200/2020-2021%20Student%20and%20Parent%20Handbook.pdf
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Parent/Student Expectations 
 Students are expected to attend each class session daily, as follows. If students are 

unable to participate for any reason, the student and/or parent will communicate with 
the teacher. Teachers will take attendance. 

o Early Childhood Program, 8:30 am to 11:30 am 
o Elementary Schools, 7:45 am to 2:30 pm 
o Middle Schools, 8:30 am to 3:40 pm 
o Madison Traditional, 8:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 For students in preschool through second grade, it is expected that an adult ally (parent, 
family member, or designee) will supervise and assist with the online learning. 

 Students are expected to be dressed appropriately for learning, per the dress code in 
the Student/Parent Handbook. Uniform dress will not be required during online 
instruction. 

 Students will sit in a well-lit and quiet place without any inappropriate items in the 
background. 

 Students are expected to use the chat and messaging features appropriately and only at 
the direction of the teacher to ask questions and/or make comments about what is 
being discussed.  

 Students and parents will not record or take photos of any class synchronous learning 
sessions.  

 Teachers will be grading student work and providing feedback.  
 Teachers will communicate with parents/guardians during typical business hours.  

Parent Roles & Responsibilities 

As Parents/Family, I/We will encourage and support student learning by doing the following:  
 Establishing routines and expectations and setting regular hours for my child’s 

schoolwork.  
 Defining the physical space for your child’s study. This should be a place that can be 

quiet at times and has a strong wireless internet signal.  
 Monitoring communications from my child’s teachers. (The frequency and detail of 

these communications will be determined by your child’s age and degree of 
independence.) 

 Beginning and/or ending each day with a check-in (What are you learning today? What 
are your learning targets or goals? How will you spend their time? What resources do 
you need? What support do you need? etc.) This allows children to process the 
instructions they’ve received from their teachers, organize themselves, and set 
priorities.  

 Establishing times for quiet and reflection.  
 Encouraging physical activity and/or exercise.  
 Remaining mindful of my child’s stress or worry. Please reach out to the school should 

your child be experiencing high levels of stress or worry.  
 Keep your children social, but set rules around their social media interactions. Remind 

your children to be polite, respectful, and appropriate in their communications and to 
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represent your family’s values in their interactions with others. A student’s written 
words and tone can sometimes offend or cause harm to others. 

 Make certain that your contact information is updated with the school and ask to be 
included in the communication from teachers so that you receive the same messages 
that your children receive.  

 Utilize parent portals or other online services provided by the school to check students’ 
engagement and academic progress at least weekly.  

 Monitoring how much time your child is spending online. Most teachers are not experts 
in distance learning and that it will require some trial-and-error before they find the 
right balance between synchronous and asynchronous learning experiences.  We thank 
you in advance for your patience and partnership!  

Student Roles & Responsibilities 

As a Student, I will become an active partner in my own learning progress by doing the 
following: 

 Following my daily schedule and establishing routines for engaging in the learning 
experiences. 

 Identifying a comfortable, quiet space in your home where you can work effectively and 
successfully. 

 Following the Dress Code (uniforms will not be required, but you must follow the dress 
code outlined in the Student/Parent Handbook). 

  Sitting at a desk or table (not on a bed or couch) 
 Communicating and behaving with respect and consideration. 
 Completing assignments with integrity and academic honesty, doing my best work. 
 Doing my best to meet timelines, commitments, and due dates.  
 Communicating with my teachers if I cannot meet deadlines or require additional 

support. 
 Collaborating and supporting my classmates in their learning. 
 Communicating with my teacher, parent, or other trusted adult if I feel overwhelmed.  
 Being a good digital citizen. 

 


